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Board Members (Present): 
 
President:    Mr. Bruno Santos 
Secretary:    Mr. Xino Wu (Scribe) 
Treasurer:     Ms. Katharina Fischer 
Vice President (Education)   Mr. John Barreno 
Vice-President (Flairtending):   Mr. Miguel Barbora 
Vice-President (Classic):    Mr. Serge Guillou 
 

Board Members (Absent): 
 
Vice-President (PR & Communications) Mr. Kleantino Goga 
 

Guild Members (Present): 
 

1. Argentina - Asociación Mutual de Barmen y Afines de la República Argentina  (A.M.B.A.) 
2. Armenia - Armenian Bartenders Association       (AR.B.A.) 
3. Austria - Österreichische Barkeeper Union      (Ö.B.U.) 
4. Belgium - Union of Belgium Barmen       (U.B.B.) 
5. Belize - Belize Bartenders' Association      (B.B.A.) 
6. Bolivia - Asociación Boliviana de Bartenders      (A.B.BAR) 
7. Brazil - Associação Brasileira de Bartenders       (A.B.B.) 
8. Chile - Asociación central de Bartenders de Chile      (ACEBACH) 
9. Colombia - Asociacion Colombiana de Bartenders     (A.C.BAR) 
10. Croatia - Croatian Bartender Association      (H.S.A.) 
11. Cuba - Asociacion de Cantineros de Cuba      (A.C.C.) 
12. Cyprus - Cypriot Barmen Association      (Cy.B.A.) 
13. Czech Republic - Czech Bartenders Association      (C.B.A.) 
14. Dominican Republic - Union Nacional de Bartenders     (UNABAR) 
15. Ecuador - Asociación de Bartenders de la República del Ecuador   (A.B.E.C.) 
16. Estonia - Estonian Bartenders Association      (E.B.A.) 
17. Finland - Finlands Bartenders och Supporters Klubb     (F.B.S.K.) 
18. France - Association des Barmen de France       (A.B.F.) 
19. Germany - German Bartenders Guild      (G.B.G) 
20. Greece - Hellenic Barmen Association      (H.B.A.) 
21. Hong Kong - Hong Kong Bartenders Association     (H.K.B.A.) 
22. Hungary - Section of Barmen in Hungary      (S.B.H.) 
23. Iceland - Bartenders Club Iceland       (B.C.I.) 
24. Ireland - Bartenders Association of Ireland      (B.A.I.) 
25. Italy - Associazione Italiana Barmen e Sostenitori     (A.I.B.E.S.) 
26. Japan - Nippon Bartenders Association      (N.B.A.) 
27. Lativia - Latvian Bartenders Federation      (L.B.F) 
28. Luxembourg - Association Luxembourgeoise des Barmen    (A.L.B) 
29. Macau - União de Bartenders e Cocktails de Macau     (U.B.C.M.) 
30. Macedonia - Association of Bartenders of Macedonia     (A.B.M) 
31. Mexico - Association Barmen de Mexico      (B.A.M.) 
32. Montenegro - Bartenders Association of Montenegro     (U.B.C.G.) 
33. Netherlands - Nederlandse Bartenders Club      (N.B.C.) 
34. Norway - Norsk Bartender Forening       (N.B.F.) 
35. Panama - Federación Panameña de Bartenders Y Baristas    (F.P.B.B.) 
36. Peru - Asociacion Peruana de Barmen      (A.P.B.) 
37. Poland - Polish Bartenders Association      (P.B.A.) 
38. Portugal - Associação Barmen De Portugal      (A.B.P.) 
39. Puerto Rico - Asociacion de Bartenders de Puerto Rico    (P.R.B.A.) 
40. Russia - Bartenders Association Russia      (B.A.R.) 
41. Serbia - Barmen Association Serbia       (B.A.S.) 
42. Slovak Republic - Slovak Republic Bartenders Association    (S.K.B.A.) 
43. Slovenia - Društvo Barmanov Slovenije      (D.B.S.) 
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44. South Korea - Korea Bartender Guild      (K.B.G.) 
45. Spain – Federación de Asociaciones de Barmans Españoles    (F.A.B.E.) 
46. Sweden - Sveriges Bartenders Gille       (S.B.G.) 
47. Switzerland - Swiss Barkeeper Union      (S.B.U.) 
48. United Kingdom - United Kingdom Bartenders Guild     (U.K.B.G.) 
49. Uruguay - Asociación Uruguaya de Barmen      (A.U.D.E.B.) 
50. USA - United States Bartenders' Guild      (U.S.B.G.) 
51. Venezuela - Asociacion de Bartenders de Venezuela     (A.B.V.) 

 

Guild Members (Absent): 
 

1. Albania - Albanian Guild of Bartenders      (A.G.B.) 
2. Australia - Australian Bartenders Guild      (A.B.G.)  
3. Bulgaria - Bulgarian Association of Bartenders      (B.A.B.) 
4. China - Association of Bartenders China      (A.B.C.) 
5. Georgia - Georgian Barman Association      (G.B.A.) 
6. Israel - Israel Guild of Bartenders       (I.G.B.S.) 
7. Ivory Coast - Association Des Barmen de Cote D'Ivoire    (A.B.C.I.) 
8. Mongolia - Mongolian Bartenders Association     (M.B.A.) 
9. Nigeria - Bartenders' Guild of Nigeria      (B.G.N.) 
10. Senegal - Association Senegalaise des Barmen et Acteurs de L'Hotellerie  (A.S.B.A.H.) 
11. Singapore - Association of Bartenders & Sommeliers Singapore   (A.B.S.S.) 
12. Taiwan - Bartender Association Taiwan      (B.A.T.) 
13. Turkey - Turkey Bartender's Association      (T.B.D.) 
14. Ukraine - All Ukranian Bartenders Association     (A.U.B.A.) 

 

Observers (Present):  
 

1. Aruba - Aruba Bartender Society - ABS - (1st Year) 
2. Costa Rica - Asociación Nacional de Bartenders de Costa Rica - ANB-CR - (1st Year) 
3. Malaysia - Mixology Alliance of Malaysia - MAM - (1st Year) 

 

Observers (Absent):  
 

1. Ghana - Bartenders Guild Ghana - BGG - (2nd Year) 
2. India - India Bartenders Guild – IBG – (3rd Year)  
3. Kosovo - Kosovo Bartenders Association - KoBA - (2nd Year) 
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The 74th IBA Annual General Meeting started at 10:00 of November 24th, 2025 
 
PREAMBLE 
 
A. Roll Call 
 
The roll call for the IBA 74th Annual General Meeting was conducted by Mr. Xino Wu, IBA Secretary.  
 

• Guild Members: 51 present, 14 absent 

• Observer Countries Present: Aruba, Costa Rica, Malaysia 

• Observer Countries Absent: Ghana, India, Kosovo 
 
B. Welcome by Mr Bruno Santos 
 
The meeting commenced with a welcome address by Mr. Bruno Santos, IBA President. In his opening remarks,  
Mr. Santos expressed his honor in inaugurating the IBA Annual General Meeting 2025 in Cartagena. This gathering is 
a cornerstone of our association, where we reflect on the past year, review our collective achievements, and address 
the challenges that lie ahead. 
 
Your leadership and dedication have been vital in strengthening our guilds and advancing the mission of the IBA. 
Today, we will present reports on activities, finances, and initiatives undertaken, ensuring transparency and 
accountability to our community. 
 
Let us use this meeting not only to evaluate our progress, but also to reaffirm our shared vision: building a stronger, 
more inclusive, and globally respected bartending profession. 
 
During the speech, it was announced that the Board, in collaboration with the UKBG, is preparing a Diamond Jubilee 
Celebration to mark the 75th Anniversary of the IBA. The event will be held at the Grand Hotel in Torquay, the 
founding location of the Association. As part of the celebration, an honorary plaque will be presented to the hotel, and 
the current Board will symbolically replicate the inaugural meeting. 
 
Thank you for your commitment and presence. Together, we continue to shape the future of our association. 
 

 

AGENDA 
 
1. IBA Constitution 6.4 Annual General Meeting 
 
Mr. Bruno Santos sincerely apologized for the delay in circulating the AGM agenda, explaining that the postponement 
was due to multiple ongoing IBA-related tasks which prevented earlier distribution as originally planned. He referred 
to Constitution Clause 6.4.2, which stipulates that notice of the Annual General Meeting, together with the agenda, 
must be communicated to Guild Members by the Secretary in writing at least one month prior to the scheduled date. 
Mr. Santos requested the Council’s approval to proceed with the meeting despite the delay. 
 

• The USA (Ms. Ingrid Rodriguez, USBG President) moved that the meeting should proceed as scheduled. 

• The Sweden (Mr. CH Ridderstråle, SBG President) seconded the motion. 

• No further discussion was raised. 

• The motion was carried, and approval was granted to continue with the meeting. 
 
2. Introduction and Welcome New Guild Presidents 
 
Mr. Bruno Santos introduced and extended a warm welcome to the following newly appointed Guild Presidents: 
 

1. Europe – Finland (FBSK): Ms. Laura Suutari 
2. Europe – Ireland (BAI): Mr. Michael Ingle 
3. Europe – Hungary (MBSZ): Mr. Gergely Staszkiv 
4. Pan-American – Dominican Republic (UNABAR): Ms. Ana Sofia Arias 
5. Pan-American – Mexico (BAM): Mr. Sharyff G. Contreras 
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3. Annual Membership Fee for 2026 
   
Ms. Katharina Fischer, IBA Treasurer, confirmed that the Annual Membership Fee for the year 2026 will remain set at 
EUR 1,000. She emphasized the importance of responding promptly to communications from the Treasurer and 
ensuring that invoices are settled without delay. In cases where a second reminder must be issued, a reminder fee of 
EUR 30 will be applied. 
 
4. To Approve AGM2024 Meeting Minutes 
 
Mr. Bruno Santos noted that the AGM 2024 Meeting Minutes had been circulated as an attachment for review and 
approval. The USA (Ms. Ingrid Rodriguez, USBG President) moved that the AGM 2024 Meeting Minutes be 
approved. The Netherlands (Mr. Richard Zijlstra, NBC President) seconded the motion. No further discussion was 
raised. The motion was carried, and the AGM 2024 Meeting Minutes were formally approved. 
 
5. IBA Board Reports 
 
a. President: Mr. Bruno Santos - Appendix – Attachment 1 
b. Secretary: Mr. Xino Wu - Appendix – Attachment 2 
c. Treasurer: Ms. Katharina Fischer - Appendix – Attachment 3 
d. Vice President (Education): Mr. John Barreno - Appendix – Attachment 4 
e. Vice-President (Flairtending): Mr. Miguel Barbora - Appendix – Attachment 5 
f. Vice-President (Classic): Mr. Serge Guillou - Appendix – Attachment 6 
g. Vice-President (PR & Communications): Mr. Kleantino Goga - Appendix – Attachment 7 
 
6. Financial Committee’s Report (Auditors of accounts) for 2022 
 
Internal Financial Audit Report   
 
The Audit Committee presented its Internal Financial Audit Report to the Council and Board of the International 
Bartenders Association (IBA) on November 23, 2025, covering the fiscal year 2022. The Committee confirmed that it 
had conducted a regular internal financial and management audit of the Association’s books and records. The 
purpose of this audit was to verify the proper maintenance of accounting records, the legality of expenditures, and the 
accuracy of the financial statements. 
 
The audit was carried out through the examination of the Cash Book and General Ledger, the Association’s bank 
statements, supporting documentation including invoices, receipts, and payment vouchers, resolutions of the Board 
of Directors regarding financial approvals, as well as the statement of the external auditors from Singapore. 
 
Based on this thorough review, the Committee reported that all income from membership fees, sponsorships, and 
events was accurately recorded and corresponded with issued receipts, with bank deposits fully aligned with the 
entries in the Cash Book. Expenses incurred during 2022 were supported by valid and original fiscal documents, 
deemed appropriate to the Association’s objectives, and duly authorized by the Board of Directors. No budget 
overruns were identified without proper justification. The closing balance as of December 31, 2022, was found to be 
accurate and reconciled with both cash on hand and bank deposits. 
 
In conclusion, the Audit Committee declared that the financial management of the International Bartenders 
Association for the year 2022 was impeccable, transparent, and fully compliant with the Association’s Statutes and 
applicable laws. The books and records maintained reflect the true financial position of the Association. 
 
The Committee recommended that the General Assembly approve the Financial Report and Balance Sheet for the 
year 2022 and grant discharge (release from liability) to the Board of Directors and the Treasurer for their 
management during the fiscal year. 
 
The Audit Committee   
Mr. Dimitrios Zappas – HBA,  
Ms. Greta Grönholm – FBSK  
Mr. José Raúl Aponte Mercado – PRBA 
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The Audit Committee’s Internal Financial Audit Report for the fiscal year 2022 was presented to the Council and 
Board. Following the report, Greece (Mr. Dimitrios Zappas, HBA President) moved that the findings and 
recommendations be formally accepted. Norway (Mr. Steinar Jensen, NBF President) seconded the motion. No 
further discussion was raised, and the motion was carried with approval. 
 
7. Financial Statement for Fiscal Year 2022 
 
- Appendix – Attachment 8 
 
8. To appoint internal and external auditor for fiscal year 2025 
 
Headquarters Relocation   
Mr. Bruno Santos informed the Council that options are currently being explored to relocate the Association’s 
headquarters from Singapore to a more suitable location. He noted that the yearly bureaucratic processes and 
compliance requirements have become increasingly overwhelming. 
 
External Auditors   
The IBA Board reported that the service fees charged by the external auditors have been increased. Considering this, 
the Board suggested that it would be prudent to explore alternative auditing services. While alternatives are being 
explored, the Association will continue working with the current auditors until a suitable replacement is identified. 
 
Internal Auditor Appointment   
Mr. Dimitrios Zappas (Greece) was appointed as Internal Auditor. An additional appointment will be made by the 
USBG at a later stage, which remains to be confirmed. 
 
The motion to approve these appointments was moved by Poland (Mr. Piotr Sajdak, PBA President) and seconded by 
the USA (Ms. Ingrid Rodriguez, USBG President). No further discussion was raised, and the motion was carried with 
approval. 
 
9. IBA Competitions 
 
In support of the International Bartenders Association’s mission to promote global collaboration and professional 
excellence, the following countries and associations have submitted bids to host upcoming IBA competitions. These 
proposed locations reflect regional representation and the continued growth of bartending worldwide. 
 
WCC (World Cocktail Championship) 
2026 – Macau – Confirmed (Appendix – Attachment 9) 
2027 – Cyprus / Croatia (Appendix – Attachment 10) 
 
APCC (Asia-Pacific Cocktail Championship) 
2026/2027 – To be confirmed 
 
ECC (European Cocktail Championship) 
2026 – Cyprus (Appendix – Attachment 11) 
2027 – Switzerland  
 
PACC (Pan-America Cocktail Championship) 
2026 – Aruba (Supported by USBG) 
2027 – Uruguay 
 
10. Information IBA Academy 
 
In alignment with the IBA’s commitment to progress, growth, and regional representation, the following locations were 
the designated hosts of the Elite Bartenders Course in 2025, according to their respective regions. 
 
IBA Elite Bartenders’ Course 2025 – Europe – Portugal 
IBA Elite Bartenders’ Course 2025 – Pan-America – Colombia 
IBA Elite Bartenders’ Course 2025 – Asia-Pacific – Singapore 
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Academy Activities 2026 
 
To support the continued growth of member associations and foster a diverse environment for bartenders worldwide, 
competitions and educational programs should be organized in various locations according to regional 
representation. This approach ensures inclusivity, provides equal opportunities for participation, and strengthens the 
global presence of the International Bartenders Association by engaging members across different regions. 
 
11. IBA Members & Observers 

a. Members Actions and Requirements 
 
To ensure the continued progress and improvement of the International Bartenders Association (IBA), and to support 
the sustainable growth of the Association, the following requirements and commitments have been established. 
These guidelines outline the organizational structure, core activities, and educational responsibilities expected of 
member guilds. By adhering to these standards, each guild contributes to the strengthening of the IBA’s global 
presence, the promotion of professional excellence, and the advancement of bartending as a recognized and 
respected profession worldwide. 
 
Structure 

• Registered Non-Profit organization (all documents submitted in original language and translated by 
recognized official “apostille”) 

• Minimum 50 registered members (updated list sent to Secretary yearly) 

• Elections every 3 years. 

• Update Board Member information and contacts 

• Submit yearly activity plan and previous year report by the end of January. 

• Valid and updated website 

• Active and updated social media (Facebook / Instagram) 
 
Activities 

• Actively organize and conduct 1 yearly National Bartenders Competition (preferably Classic and Flair) 

• Participate in the IBA Regional Cocktail Championship (PAN-AM / European / Asia-Pacific Cocktail 
Championship) 

• Participate in the IBA World Cocktail Championship 
 
Education 

• Functional educational activities according with IBA Academy Pyramid 

• At least 1 Official IBA Trainer (updated) 

• Conduct a minimum of 1 IBA Certification per year (min 12 students) 

• Send top Student/Member to Elite Bartenders Course. 
 
b. New IBA Member 
   
India – India Bartenders Guild (IBG) has been formally admitted as an official member of the International Bartenders 
Association following the completion of its three-year observer status. The motion to approve IBG’s membership was 
moved by the USA (Ms. Ingrid Rodriguez, USBG President) and seconded by the Netherlands (Mr. Richard Zijlstra, 
NBC President). No further discussion was raised, and the motion was carried with approval. 
 
c. IBA Observers 
 
The following associations were introduced or continued as observer members of the International Bartenders 
Association (IBA): 
 

• Aruba - Aruba Bartender Society - ABS - (1st Year) - (Appendix – Attachment 12) 

• Costa Rica - Asociación Nacional de Bartenders de Costa Rica - ANB-CR - (1st Year) –  
(Appendix – Attachment 13) 

• Ghana - Bartenders Guild Ghana - BGG - (2nd Year) 

• Kosovo - Kosovo Bartenders Association - KoBA - (2nd Year) 

• Malaysia - Mixology Alliance of Malaysia - MAM - (1st Year) - (Appendix – Attachment 14) 



INTERNATIONAL BARTENDERS ASSOCIATION 
MINUTES OF THE 74th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
CARTAGENA, COLOMBIA, ON 24th NOVEMBER 2025 

 

MINUTES OF THE 74TH IBA AGM 7 

 

 
12. Guild Suspension 

As part of the IBA’s ongoing efforts to restore and strengthen its international reputation, the IBA Board continues to 
closely monitor all member associations and their activities. The global image of the IBA is directly influenced by the 
conduct and reputation of each national guild. 
 
The Board noted concerns regarding the Türkiye Barmenler Dernegi, which has repeatedly demonstrated behaviour 
inconsistent with IBA standards. The association appears to be operated primarily for the benefit of its executive 
board, leveraging its IBA membership status for personal advantage. 
 
The Board further highlighted that the association’s president, Mr. Edip Kemal Eren, has not attended an Annual 
General Meeting since 2017. Representation has instead been consistently provided by the same small group of 
three to four individuals who rotate between roles as competitors and delegates. This pattern aligns with multiple 
complaints received from Turkish bartenders regarding a lack of transparency, the absence of democratic elections, 
restricted access for new members, and an executive board that appears self‑appointed and self‑perpetuating. The 

IBA is also aware of instances in which the association has used the IBA name without authorization in ways that may 
constitute fraudulent activity. 
 
Following these considerations, USA (Ms. Ingrid Rodriguez, USBG President) moved a motion for approval, which 
was seconded by the delegate from Poland (Mr. Piotr Sajdak, PBA President). The Council voted unanimously in 
favor. The IBA membership of the Türkiye Barmenler Dernegi or Turkish Bartenders Association (TBD) is hereby 
suspended. 
 
13. Any Other Business/Questions and Answers 
 
a. IBA Global Recognition System 
 
This initiative, proposed and led by Mr. Bruno Santos and Mr. Xino Wu, will be developed in close collaboration with 
the Sub-Committee and the Board. The Council confirmed the appointment of representatives from Poland (Mr. Piotr 
Sajdak, PBA President), Latvia (Mr. Deniss Smirnovs, LBF President), and the Netherlands (Mr. Richard Zijlstra, NBC 
President) to take charge of the Sub-Committee for the IBA Global Recognition Program. This Sub-Committee will 
work collaboratively to design and implement a comprehensive framework through which the best bars in the world 
will be identified, based on an official IBA Grading System. The details of this program will be further developed by the 
Sub-Committee in close coordination with the Board. 
 
b. Creation of Sub-Committee – Constitutional Review 
 
The Council appointed representatives from Sweden (Mr. CH Ridderstråle, SBG President), Finland (Ms Laura 
Suutari, FBSK President), the USA (Ms. Ingrid Rodriguez, USBG President), and Greece (Mr. Dimitrios Zappas, HBA 
President) to take charge of the Sub-Committee on Constitutional Reviews. This Sub-Committee will work 
collaboratively to review and propose updates to the Association’s Constitution, ensuring that it remains relevant, 
effective, and aligned with the evolving needs of the IBA. 
 
The motion to approve these appointments was moved by Poland (Mr. Piotr Sajdak, PBA President) and seconded by 
the United Kingdom (Ms. Claudia Carrozzi, UKBG President). No further discussion was raised, and the motion was 
carried with approval. 
 
c. IBA - Official Communications 
 
The United States Bartenders’ Guild (Ms. Ingrid Rodriguez, USBG President) reminded the Council that all official 
communications of the International Bartenders Association should be conducted in English. In cases where another 
language is used, a proper and accurate translation must be provided to ensure clarity and consistency. 
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d. IBA Partners 
 
During the AGM, Mr. Eric Bouton (MONIN Representative) expressed his pleasure in announcing that MONIN has 
signed a five-year agreement with the International Bartenders Association as official partners. This marks the first 
contract of such duration, reflecting MONIN’s appreciation of its collaboration with the Association.  
 
Mr. Bouton further emphasized the importance of each guild preparing and submitting a yearly proposal, noting that 
such planning will greatly facilitate the process of securing sponsorships. He also highlighted the necessity of keeping 
local membership records updated, stressing that presenting accurate figures on the number of members within each 
association is crucial. Such transparency allows sponsors to better understand the scale, reach, and market situation 
of the Association, thereby strengthening confidence in its organizational capacity and global impact. 
 
e. Activities Budget 
 
Finland (Ms Laura Suutari, FBSK President) suggested that it is not necessary for Association activities to be hosted 
exclusively in five-star accommodations. What is most important is the suitability of the venue itself, ensuring it can 
adequately support and carry the events. 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
Last line: 
The 74th IBA Annual General Meeting Concluded at 14:00 of November 24th, 2025  
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APPENDIX  
 
Attachment 1 
President Report 
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Attachment 2 
Secretary Report 
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Attachment 3 
Treasurer Report 
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Attachment 4 
Vice-President – Education Report 
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Attachment 5 
Vice-President – Flair Report 
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Attachment 6 
Vice-President – Classic Report 
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Attachment 7 
Vice-President – Communications Report 
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Attachment 8 
Financial Statement for Fiscal Year 2022 
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Attachment 9 
WCC2026 – Macau 
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Attachment 10 
WCC2027 – Croatia 
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Attachment 11 
ECC2026 – Cyprus 
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Attachment 12 
Observer Member – Aruba 
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Attachment 13 
Observer Member – Costa Rica 
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Attachment 14 
Observer Member – Malaysia 
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